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! , •;.. Americans tnat they are wan- them won' high praise in Phila- i 

i Th e Faded Dream , . • 

i B»K *..'•• • Jects must be tailored to specif?; Ohio) interpreted the switch as 

bJ/Clfmr&k a nmc a J/PAAITIC ' * c needs of specific countries |an attempt to put something 
i; fa %JrB WO h - ■ and that recruiting must be tai-iover on Congress. Suspecting 

j . " a** B 8 lored to meet them. ' there might be something sub- 

! A _ 1/ ~ la ff B»g* S m p 8 ; “In recruiting we 'arc no versivo about exposing Ameri- 

j AS 5 Y Qi sJffil £&<£*$ 3 a Qua longer stressing what wc used can youngsters to- foreigners, 

' to call the mud hut type of Hays had the program ; elimi- 

Closing Down life." said Philip W. Steitz, nated. . 

First, of a senes The Peace Corps has already who - Blatchford hired as di- A , tft Convert 1 

By PAUL GRIMES . been embarrassed by politically rector of the office of volunteer , „ ' 

nt The Bulletin Staff active - volunteers in Turkey, placement. "We’re not asking Commented w. Payne Uic.as, 
Chile, Bolivia, the Dominican for people to come in and put -whose Peace Corps division 

Washington — Nine years Republic, Liberia, Ethiopia, the on a big hair shirt to wear tac program had been as- 

aftor its creation by President Philippines, Ecuador and Co- overseas for the sake of self* S1 8* ia “ : . ' 

John F. Kennedy, the Peace lombia. If the trend continues, sacrifice, ( ' Who is m ,°. re Q ual, . fie “ t0 

Corns has become a faded the eventual solution may be to “We don’t think that’s the bb-j tcac “ “lack b, lstor Y than a 

, ’ close down programs — which Jec-t of the Peace Corps. We’re! teacher from Ghana.. . . .One 

‘ n re tends to he as vigorous many volunteers think would be) not a finishing school for people' of my goals this year is to con-; 

It pretends to he as vigorous ' . . with «uilt conmlcxes " - vert Hays and Rooney (Rep.- 

as ever, It will spend nearly a 8°°d idea. wuo w uut complexes. John J. Rooncv (D-NY). a ; 

$100 million this year and will , M a n y current volunteers j Nc w Directions - ' . [ penny-tight member of the! 

maintain about 9,500 volunteers tec y. a m^ ^ a c m y rea-^ Amid f aTl farc at his head- House Appropriations -Com-j 

m about 58 countries - give or son hey are “ ™ quarters a block from the White mittee.) 

take one or two, depending on draft boards usually win acrer Housei Blatchford ann0 unecd in In speech after speech since 

who gets fnendly or angry with ^ untl ll [he ^on v late September a set of, 12 so- he took office last May, Blatch- 

the United States. i reason thev Wetft Lcn active ca,led “new directions.’’ ford has insisted that the call; 

But the number of volunteers, [P a »™ ,*Jey haven t been active , Rccent liboral arts graduates f rom abroad is for more Amer-| 

has diminished steadily m the " < n * ar d P J n °.f S S a ^To risk vvould stiU bc welcome, he said, ica ns trained in- vocational edu-i 
last three years. Applications to «on t want to risk but thcy would . bc better cation, general education, agn-l 

join have fallen about 50 per- bcu^ shipped home early and trained . stronger efforts would culture and business .manage- 

cent. Smaller and smaller con- dismissed. be made to absorb them into ment than are now available. i 
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tingents are being requested byj Lost Its Zip 


mainstream America 


“Everywhere,” Blatchford! 


host countries; • The Nixon Administration in- their return. ' said recently, “the cry v/as fori 

Once,, the idea of a Peace - sistS( however, that realism and Arrangements would b6 made, men and women with higher! 
Corps inspired much of the modernization can make the Wlth labor unions and big busi-; iori( ski]Is __ wh0 can also j 

. W nL»*hA„okf nf «u Peace Corps as vital as ever. *Vf ss „ t0 icnd skl lc . d workers to work ^ith people', . . I got the; 

O e thoight of the cream of -j- he curren t emphasis is on tho Peace Corps m mid-career cad on even/ level, from the re-! 

I young America, carrying shm- grea te* efficiency, greater tech- wthout jeopardizing their in- mote schoo] superintendent in 
iWiE 14 diligence fucal skills and a more-balanced «m»* and seniority. For the the . back . w00 ds to the prime 
Li C fh^ mix °f Americans taking part. , ![ ir ^ tlrae> :i - f ? w married men m j n ; s tcr of Iran and the empe* 

sacrifice and risk, then return- Th , , w thoueh that the Wlih nonworking wives and of Et uinnia 
ing. home after a .couple of pe ^|. cbMrQa wouW 1,8 scnt abtt,ad *- L ' . , " ^ 

years with a tremendous sense ^ .. Networking Two-sided ( , 

of accomplishment and a deep *£» yS 5 ' £ Washington' In a “reverse peace corps,” ! Nearly nine years ago, R. 

understanding of humanity b ea dauarters a d the crumb" foreigners with special talents Sargent Shriver, the first Peace 

■One gazed down the Peace ffadqiimters and he. ciumm i Unit cd Corps director, was saying the 


peace in a -worm pi/p.emy ror — » nee^ tiie most binational in aettv-ibeen two-sided. • Not only has 

®b* ,* , ** J*. . , .. .. itics and staff and vvould jteek • the Peace Corps never been 

But after nine years, in which It has demonstrated little a l v W ays to work with multination- lable to fulfill its goals, but also, 
nearly 50,000 Americans have peal for Middle America, upon ^ organizations. las Wayne Mock, the agency's 

1- . _ i. i _ l ..l . * eiwi it i n nrtiuvti efi it ben * " - . * ■ i " . . u v 


been sent abroad at a cost of! whom it is counting sp it can 
5750 million,, the Peace Corps; remain alive.- * ( -• 


dream seems moro elusive than': 
ever. , . 


In the o] 
Blatchford, 


el organizations. ; as Wayne Mock, the agency’s 

, Today, five months later, in- research .director, put it 
. . , T , • . , tr dications are that the. new di-. recently: ' 

opinion of Joseph n. rcctions won’t work. Peace "No one ever said, ‘Now look,; 
d, the agency s 3 j- Corps officials insist that it’s what ARE our goals?”’ 


Vietnam at Core year-old diicctor, the Peace ( 00 soon to make a definite Instead, the corps was per-. 

Like' many of the countries in iud ^ ent -^cy. contend . that mitted to grow rapidly and j 

ti. t. „ ^ t i . vane tow av tiicin wntn it was « n nno summer nl^nc: hiiohaziiroiV * frciTi a, Presidcii-i 


i which it hos worked the corps * Bnt . ‘ban when it was spring and summer plans . are haphazardly - from a Presides 

has underedne C ronsideraWe , Hc t " c y nicul progressing Well. ' ' - Hal campaign idea. - 

in a s undergone cunsiucraoie | 0 of .malaise” that he says _ ^ , Koimedo’si 

upheaval in the last mno years, dcscend od on the United But. several highly touted pro-. eimedy s L “ rAon 
At the core of it is the Vietnam states, v ’ i ects arc going begging. Others Mr. Kennedy first suggested 

war. “Many Americans are dis- have been postponed or are not a- Peace Corps in a 2 A.'M. cam- 

Surveys have shown that the enchanted With foreign commit- attractin R the sort of volunteers paign speech at. the University 
youth who wants to join the men ts of all 'sorts ” Blatchford thc y were designed for. Still of Michigan in October, 1960. It 
Peace Corps is alsb very likely says... “Many are disenchanted otl ' l<rs are being implemented! was almost 'an afterthought at 
to oppose . the war. At least W1(h ‘ government. In - Middle ^ at I’elatlvely- great" ex-; the end- of art exhausting day, 
three in ten are said to l'eci America, there’s a tendency to P cnse * " I .. ] but it made headlines. So he ca- 

moved to do something about it. recoil into isolationism." ■ Take the reverse peace corps.! ‘pi talized on it to win votes tine 
For the Peace Corps, this Camrms Tho State Department’s educa- next m ° nth - ■ . - , „ , t 

spells trouble. The agency offi- ® c y° n « Campus . tionai and cultural exchange di- According to Harris Wofford, 1 
; dally recognizes the right to But the Peace Corps, he feels, v j s j 0 n transferred to the' Peace one °f Kennedy’s first spe- 
' dissent. But it hasn’t found a has built enormous good Wilb Cor p S a jloO.OOO-a-yea^ pro- cia l assistants in the White 

way to allow freedom of evprcs- and can continue to have wides- graai under' which about 65 

sion without upsetting host gov- pread appeal if its recruiters “ ualified foreigners have taught 
ernments and sending tremors look beyond the tormented their -languages and cultures in 
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House, the- President w . . 
lukewarm about actually' o£t£fi 
lishing a Peace Corps. He cal- 
led it his "lemon,” Wofford re- 
called, and was pleasantly sur- 
prised when his exuberant 
brother-in-law - Shriver made 
"lemonade” out of it. 

Before Shriver resigned in 
1865, the Peace Corps multi- 
plied from 120 volunteers , in. 
three countries to 10,000 volun- 
teers in 56 countries. Virtually 
wherever a government showed 
, have a con- 


a willingness to (have a 
tingent, the agency supplied 
one. If the corps couldn’t get 
skilled workers,, it sent (he best 
it bad — which often didn’t 
mean much. And Congress 
readily appropriated the cash. 

Willing , 

Like tens of millions of Amer- 
icans, hundreds of millions of 
foreigners were enchanted by 
the, Kennedy , image. They 
sometimes seemed to forget 
that it takes more than an in- 
flux of youths with vigor and 
idealism to ' forge - a sound 
economy. . 1 

Although many countries 
would have preferred technical 
l specialists, they compromised. 
Many governments didn’t know 
what they . wanted < or even 
needed. But if Washington held 
out a friendly hand and ample 
pocketbook, they were willing. 

Those Americans who were, 
available and willing, however, 
were almost exclusively the 
young ’college graduates. They 
were’ single, free, and willing 
, and able to live on a shoestring 
and a $75-a-month nestegg, ban- 
ked for them in' the United 
States. ' " 1 

In the early 60’s,’ the Peace 
Corps seemed just the vehicle 
1 that they needed. In those' days, 
as today, it was hardly the need 
of the Slue-collar workers and 
blacks, who felt life was enough 
•of a challenge at home. 

Dizzy Race ' 

The Peace Corps, responded 


there wouIdiTtTje anything 
them to do. It was like a para- 
chute drop. A volunteer would 
be told, Here’s the bus that you 
take. Go and look around and 
get off where you think you' can 
do some good.’ ” ... 

Staff Report 

The large numbers of unhap- 
py and frustrated volunteers 
who . have , come out of Peace. 
Corps community development 
programs, a -1068 staff report 
said, have probably had an ad- 
verse effect on volunteer re 
cruiting, t 

Which isn’t to say that there 
haven’t been a lot of pluses 
about the Peace Corps. In Eth- 
iopia alone, as Wofford notes, 
the first contingent of volun- 
teers .doubled the number of j 
high school teachers, nearly 
doubled the number of high 
school .students and helped to 
develop a major university. 

“The P^ace Corpis has 
measurably stepped up the 
pressure for change in Eth- 
iopia,” Wofford said, "including 
pressure to get rid of the Peace 
want to do, however, is get rid 
foreign bases. What they really 
wznt to do, however, : is gety rid 
of their, emperor (Haile - Se- 
lassie), whom we. are support 
ing " 


. , I Betrayed 
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they were unable to make much, 
of 'a lasting impact, feel bet- 
rayed 1 that no one told them 
at the outset that that was the 
way it would probably be.. 

Meanwhile, as Blatchford has . 
indicated, many foreign govern- 
ments are, indeed becoming 
very picky about what volun- 
teers they’ll accept. To some 
extent they have grown wise; 
about their technical needs. 

In many cases, however, con- 
sidering Vietnam and the inter-, 
national hanky-panky in which 
the Central Intelligence Agency 
is rumored to be involved^ 
foreign countries simply don't i 
like to have, a ’lot of young 
American's running around . 
their boondocks. , 

Out and In 

Over the years, for one rea- , 
son or another,, the Peace Corps 
has been ousted from Cyprus,- 
Indonesia, Mauritania, Pakis- 
tan, Gabon, Tanzania, Somalia ■; 
and Libya. It was misted from 
Ceylon in June, 1 1064', but re- 
turned three years later after, a , 
friendlier government had been 
installed there. 

. President Sekou Tou.re . of 
Guinea ousted the corps in No- 
vember, 1266. He invited it back' 


two years later, however, be- 
To Wofford, who is currently cause he discovered that the 
president of the. Old Westbury, bus company and power plant 
Long Island, campus of the in-Conakry, his capital, couldn t 
State University of New York, be maintained properly without 
and soon will become president it- . 

of Bryn Mawr College, the Peace! When the monarchy in Libya 
Corps, should try to help a 


country modernize as fast' as 
'possible /and .must' promote 
change. ■ 

Swelled With Pride ' 

■Thousands of testimonials are 
readily available from young 
Americans who say, in effect,' 
that overseas service . in the 
Peace . Corps "was the best two 
years, of my- life.” Many of 
them had been- foundering In- 
decisively before they went abr- 
oad, and their corps experience 


was overthrown last year, .15 
j Peace* Corps volunteers who 
-were training to work there 
were shifted to training for So- 
malia. Then there was a coup 
d’etat- in Somalia, too. So the, 
group was broken up, and its 
members are now spread as far 
as the Philippines.- . y 


S^ex^The , them toward noW ca ‘ 
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nity development projects that °J. ^ cu f“° r r or ' Pcru - 

were often vaguely conceived fbem,’ however, were 

but were easy to arrange on l°f 
paper and could swallow volun- tha 0 : start at 

tears wholesale ■ vcry bottom in urban planning; 

„ jobs when they, returned home. 

Recalls Robert E. White, the V Mnal . 

present regional director ’ for 
Latin America: 

"In the early days, the Peace 
Corps staff, representative in 

a country would go to the mm- ture> '- make a < few good foreign 
ister of agriculture and say, friends, escape the draft and 
Hose, how would ■ you like 20 m bo _ just maybe — be of a 
people for agricultural devel- , ittlo scrvfce; ... ■■■/ ;. 

opment?’ Being a Latin, Jose , ■ . . • 
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any more about it. ,. 


Most former volunteers don’t 
seem to care much that they 
! didn’t change the world. What 
■is important to them is that 1 
i they / could live in another cul- 



